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Trends and Forecasts

_________ Machine Company competes in the segment of the “Industrial And Commercial Machinery and Computer Equipment” (SIC#35) classified as SIC #3565, “Packaging Machinery”. Establishments in this group are engaged primarily in manufacturing packaging machinery, including wrapping and bottling machinery.

The Annual Survey of Manufactures, U.S. Census Bureau, February 11, 2002 reports  that the value of shipments ($1,000) in 2000 for NAICS code 333993, packaging machinery mfg. (formerly SIC #3565) amounted to $4,614,422 in 2000 a slight decrease of $75,335 in 2001.  However, the 2000 figure represents a large decrease from $4,028,283 reported in 1998.

A knowledgeable source, Ms. Laura Reeve, a consultant with J & L Consultants, a firm that does engineering and validation of pharmaceutical machinery, to include machinery produced by the Firm, was contacted.  Ms. Reeve has been involved with the custom packaging and cleaning machinery industry business for over 9 years, and has been involved with _________ Machine Company since 1991 with the sales, marketing and purchasing of their  product.  She indicated that a lot of foreign manufacturers are merging,  consolidating their products  thus producing a single filling line, making it easier to purchase.  Ms. Reeve also emphasized that imports of these  custom packaging and cleaning machinery, specifically the products produced by the Firm are affecting supply, demand, and jobs within the industry, and estimates, that including foreign competition that has established manufacturing plants within the U.S. imports have consumed about 50% of the marketplace.

A broad base of standard packaging systems is the foundation of an almost infinite number of systems variations that can be customized to meet customers' demands. This requires that machinery suppliers cultivate closer working relationships with their customers to provide them with technical expertise, engineering services, after-sales support and developmental planning for the future. Eventually, some packaging suppliers may become “full-service”  suppliers by building equipment, training operators and employing packaging systems managers in customers' plants.

The U.S. Industry & Trade Outlook 2000 indicated that over the recent years the U.S. packaging machine industry has invested heavily in capital equipment, factory modernization and rationalization programs; thus the industry should enter the new millennium well equipped, well staffed and globally competitive.

"
Product Lines

_________ Machine Company is an international leader in the design, manufacture, distribution and service of precision cleaning, liquid and powder filling machines and closing systems servicing the pharmaceutical, biotechnology, diagnostic, cosmetic and chemical industries. Their cleaning line consists of a complete line of washing, air cleaning and sterilizing equipment. Filling machinery from 0.1 ml to a liter or more, accurate to  0.5% or better, for ampules, vials, syringes, glass, plastic and metal containers, no-drip dispensing of free-flowing or viscous liquids and powder filling. Their closing line includes equipment of plugging, stoppering, capping and rolled seal crimping of vials, tubes and a variety of containers.

