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Trends and Forecasts

The Firm was founded to provide rotary screens to convertors and printers in the textile apparel industry. Due to the demise of the apparel industry the Firm began to focus on other industries to serve. At the present time approximately 60% of the Firm’s sales are connected to the wallcovering industry. Current information on this market segment has been difficult to obtain. In 1998 Mr. George Plohr, Sullivan Marketing Group, a recognized expert, estimated the domestic market for wallcoverings at $2 billion. He indicated that the overall market has grown little over the past and has declined slightly since 1994, as indicated in the table below.





U.S. Wallpaper Apparent Consumption





(Millions of Rolls)





1991

193






1992

195






1993

200






1994

208






1995

203






1996

199

According to a recent article by the Wallcoverings Association “wallpaper is back and better than ever.” Interior designer Kimberly Fosterling is quoted “Today, with its new textures, natural colors and subtle design, wallpaper is fast becoming the interior decorating product of choice.” After a decade of painted faux finishes, designers and homeowners are rediscovering wallpaper. This rebounding of the wallpaper market became evident to the writer of this plan by the increased advertising taking place today on cable television for wallpaper.

Tina Gonsalves, Marketing Director for the Wallpaper Association, (312-644-6610) has indicated that most of the manufacturers within the industry are privately owned therefore there are no published figures on total sales. She indicated that the market is estimated to be in the $2 billion gross sales range; which has been fairly steady over the past few years. The market is presently split 50-50 between the residential and contract (commercial) markets. The Firm presently is in both of these market segments. While the residential market has been soft over the years the contract market has been picking up the slack. Consolidation is taking place within the industry with distributors (convertors). Distributors (convertors) have been shrinking over the past 20 years. In the 1970's there used to be about 120-130 distributors; now there are about 20.

Dennis Shah, President of Chambord Prints, Inc. a MATAAC client, also indicated that the market for wallcoverings is coming back from the doldrums of the late 80's and early 90's.

"
Product Lines

_________ Company Inc. manufactures to their customers’ specification rotary screens and gravure engraved cylinders.
